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Course aim 

 
This course is designed to provide students with a thorough grounding in all major topics 
of the Anthropocene in the context of the environmental humanities and visual culture. It 
aims to prepare students to analyze and interpret selected texts and visual materials, 
while also remaining broad-based enough to enable them to apply a variety of concepts 
and methods to individually chosen case studies. It offers the opportunity to undertake 
own research leading to a final essay, and to reflect on the influence that theoretical 
perspectives developed within the environmental humanities can have on human attitudes 
towards environment and respected ethical considerations. It aims to provide not only 
subject-related knowledge skills but also research, study and personal skills. 
 

Learning contents 

 
Week 1: The Anthropocene and the emergence of the environmental humanities 
 
Week 2: Beyond anthropocentrism   

Week 3: Deep time: deep past & deep future of life   

Week 4: Mineral extraction & mineral evolution  

Week 5: Sustainability and overpopulation 

Week 6: Visual culture and climate change  

Week 7: Geoengineering  
 
Week 8: Plastic: the life and death cycles  
 
Week 9: Extinctions and biodiversity 
  
Week 10: Plants in the emergent environments 
 
Week 11: Metabolic force: life-nonlife exchange 
 
Week 12: The life of air: dust  
 
Week 13: Water, underwater & hydrofeminism  
 



Week 14: Virus  
 
Week 15: We-Earth: closing discussion  
 

Prerequisites a good command of English is essential 
 

Learning outcomes 
After completing the module and confirming the achievement of the 

learning outcomes, the student: 
Assessment criteria 

  
is able to analyze and interpret selected texts and visual materials related to 
the topic of the Anthropocene E_W01, E_U05, E_U05 

Discussion 

can apply a variety of concepts and methods of the environmental humanities 
to individually chosen case studies E_W02, EW_08, E_U06 

Discussion, presentation 

knows how to undertake own research regarding the environmental humanities 
E_W03, E_W04, E_W02, E_W01, E_U04 

Essay 
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